
All Write with Me ~ Frequenty Asked Questions 

What's the difference between the top menu bar and the side menu?  
Both menus are the same - it's a matter of personal preference which one you choose. 
If you're concerned about missing steps, it's easier to use the side menu because there 
are no buried pop-up screens. 

Why is so much of the site dedicated to sharing work and commenting on others' 
work?  
First, it's impossible for a writer to view his/her own work objectively. So much of the 
story resides in the writer's mind that it's difficult to separate that from what actually 
exists on the page. Even best-selling authors can't do it. That's why they have editors. 

Second, posting work for peer review will allow your students to see how their words 
affect others. They will get to experience how powerful their writing can be. This feeling 
of empowerment will drive them to write again and again. With every word they write, 
they'll become more confident and more skilled, which, in turn, will make them feel more 
powerful. 

Third, learning how to give and receive constructive criticism is an important skill they 
can use in all facets of their lives. 

What if my students can't type fast?  
I recommend all students write on paper first so they can concentrate on the story 
instead of the keyboard. When they are completely satisfied with what they've written, 
they should type their stories into a word processor program. This will allow students to 
save their work and come back to it later. (Students who type directly onto the site won't 
have this option.) Once the entire story has been typed into the word processor, 
students can copy/paste their work into the appropriate "leave a reply" box on the site. 
Even students with proficient typing skills should use a word processor so they can save 
a copy of their work, just in case. 

Can students post anonymously?  
Yes, except in group projects. There I like to know who is posting and how often so I 
can assure that every student gets a reasonable chance to add to the story. For this 
reason, I've asked students to provide first names, last initials, and their teachers' last 
names whenever they contribute. (Homeschoolers should enter "home" instead of their 
teachers' last names since, in many cases, this information would put the child's first 
and last name on the site.) However, if you, the student, or their parents are 
uncomfortable with providing this information, students can make up a user name 
instead. Just make sure the student always uses the same user name. 

Can students ask for specific help or advice from other site users?  
Absolutely. Getting advice and solutions from other students is one of the biggest 
benefits of using the site. Students can ask for specific advice within their post. 



Do you edit or offer suggestions for how to improve submitted writing?  
No, I leave that up to other site users. I will, on occasion, offer random bits of advice on 
the home page. Some of this advice may be generated by things I see in submitted 
stories but I will never use a student as an example of what not to do. I may, however, 
use particular submissions to point out excellent writing and explain why I think the 
submission stands out. 

How will students know when others have added written material to the site?  
I announce new additions on the home page, either as they happen or periodically, 
depending on the amount of activity. Addition announcements are tagged "your writing" 
so students can find these announcements by selecting that category on the right side 
of any page. 

Can my students use the site on their own? Is it safe?  
Yes they can and yes it is. There are no ads or pop-ups, and all cookies have been 
disabled. I review every word before posting submissions and comments. The site 
adheres to COPPA standards. My privacy policy is located on the site. 

What if someone copies or steals my students' work?  
All work is considered copyrighted as soon as it's shared. To ease their fears, tell your 
students that all submissions are dated so they can prove they wrote it first. 

Will my students' stories/writing samples remain on the site forever?  
No. I will take down most of the submissions during the summer to allow for fresh 
content in the fall. Please make sure students save copies of their work! 

Do you take suggestions for additional features?  
Absolutely. I would also like to know what's working, what isn't and what could work 
better. Your students can post their comments and suggestions on the site, right below 
the opening welcome on the home page. You can post your comments and suggestions 
right here on my wall. 

If my students ask you a question or make a suggestion, will it be posted on the 
site?  
Yes. I may also start a discussion about the issue on the home page and ask for more 
feedback. If your student would like his/her comment or question to remain private, 
simply have him/her indicate that within the message. In that case, I'll need some way to 
respond to the student privately. Communicating via your email is probably the best 
alternative. 

 


